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September 2019 Meeting  

Wednesday, September 11, 7:30 pm Los Altos Youth Center, 1 North San Antonio Rd. Los Altos, 

CA 94022  Meeting room officially opens to members and the public at 7 pm but if you can arrive by 6:30 pm to help 

with set-up, your assistance would be greatly appreciated.  

Meetings are free for members, non-members $10. See page 6 of this newsletter for information about joining WHS. 

 
 

 

Upcoming meetings  

October 9th, Janet SluisðNew and Noteworthy Plants from the Sunset Western Garden Collection 

November 13th, Steven MurrayðTraveling the World in Search of Fruit 

December 11th, Jennifer JewellðThe Earth in Her Hands: 75 Extraordinary Women Working in the World of Plants 
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Speaker: Apryl Uncapher 

Rain Gardens: Turning Your Yard Into a Living Landscape.  
 
Come explore the ins and outs of rain gardens. Discover how rain gardens can help 
you achieve a beautiful landscape that goes beyond aesthetics, into an environment
-conscious working system to mitigate runoff, reduce erosion, create habitat for 
native species, and more. Weôll discuss benefits, planning and design considera-
tions, installation tips and techniques, and maintenance recommendations. Feel 
free to bring your own rain garden dreams with you and we can enhance our time 
together with real-world examples! 
Discussion led by rain garden designer, Apryl Uncapher. Apryl began Native  
Water Systems after a two-decade long career in innovative watershed manage-
ment. She utilizes rain gardens, living roofs and walls, gray water systems, and 
more to promote the important responsibility landscapes and buildings have, to be 
active contributors to a healthy watershed. 

 
Bio: 
Living in Marin County, CA, Apryl recently completed 
the Mill Valley Library Smart Garden, which she is hop-
ing to build into a city-scale project, PolliNation, to  
create a green belt of rain gardens throughout Mill  
Valley. The goal is to intercept over a million gallons of 
water per year, while highlighting the need of a  
migratory corridor for important native pollinators, like 
bees & butterflies.  

mailto:alivensilk@aol.com
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Presidentôs Message  

Welcome back to another season of great speakers and comradery with fellow gardeners! We hope that all of you are 
sending in your renewals now so you can enjoy the great benefits and continue your support of Western Horticulture 
Society. As always if you have any comments or suggestions for our organization, feel free to e-mail me at              

ƧŀƴŜǘϪƘƻũƳŀƴƴΦƴŜǘΦ   I am looking forward to getting to know more of you over the coming year and hope that 
some of you will join us on the board to make the contributions that keep our organization running smoothly.         
                                                                                                                                                   ~ Janet Hoffman                                        

May Speaker Notes  

 Our final speaker for the season was Lara Hermanson talking about her company, Farmscapes, and the growing 

movement of ñAgrihoodsò which it is nurturing. Agrihoods are community agricultural projects that are springing up 

in many areas of California. They can range from a few raised beds for flowers and vegetables to small farms. Lara 

began her business in southern California, in 2008. They have recently expanded to the Bay area and provide about 

50 full time green jobs installing and maintaining their projects. One Bay Area project is Bon Appetit Catering where 

they created a rooftop garden using foam blocks to grow 4% of the food for the restaurant. Foods grown include 

herbs, summer squash, blueberries and tomatoes. Another Bay Area project is a rooftop garden at Levi Stadium. In 

this case they created raised beds with 4-9ò of soil and bio-char, a type of green waste with pores that allow root hairs 

to attach and hold water. The beds have turned out 10,000 lbs of food for the stadium restaurants in the past 2 years.  

 Lara developed her interest in food gardening from her mother who was born in Pullman, a self-sufficient company 

town developed on the shores of Lake Michigan in the late 1800ôs. Her grandfather took care of the cemetery in  

Pullman. From these early community experiments she developed the idea to build neighborhoods around food  

gardens. Some of her first neighborhood developments include Harvest at the Preserve, where they put in horse 

troughs for raised bed gardens; Springtime at Harvest, where they used redwood planters and Rancho Mission Viejo, 

where they put in a small farm with fruit trees and fields for crops. Residents can have a learning experience by  

helping in the garden. They may also just choose to enjoy the produce and sharing with other residents. Some of 

Farmscapes upcoming projects in our area include the residential plan for the old Bay Area Research and Extension 

Center site in Santa Clara. Lara hopes to create an intergenerational garden there to help support the planned senior 

housing. She also has plans for Patterson Ranch in Fremont, Veteranôs Village in Colma, Lawrence Station in Santa 

Clara and the North 40 in Los Gatos. She told us about one of their more challenging recent projects at The Cannery 

in Davis where they had to rebuild heavily compacted soil with green manure and a soil drill before they could begin 

planting. Farmscapes handles every stage of the project from design to maintenance and have to be adept at working 

with developers and city officials.  It was a truly invigorating talk about the future of urban farming and developing 

new interest in gardening.                                                                           

                                                                                                                    ~ Janet Hoffmann 

For those of us concerned about the spread of lyme disease and other tick borne illness, Nancy Schramm shares a link to 
a fascinating article about something new they are researching to try and control ticks.  
https://phys.org/news/2019-08-saliva.html 
 
Also:  
National Heirloom Exposition in Santa Rosa, CA., September 10ð12 https://theheirloomexpo.com  You will see  
Nancy  there with many other vendors.  

mailto:janet@hoffmann.net
https://phys.org/news/2019-08-saliva.html
mailto:https://theheirloomexpo.com
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  June picnic Notes  

If you missed our June picnic you missed a truly lovely day at Terra Sole Nursery and the hospitality of Sherry and 
John Hall. The coastal weather was a wonderful escape from the heat we were experiencing inland and the nursery 
offered a beautiful view of the coast south of Santa Cruz. It was hard not to purchase some of the many interesting 
plants that the Halls are growing. I got an unusual variegated Scrophularia auriculata, a vine that is an Alstroemeria 
relative called Bomarea multiflora, a new to me rose called Sparrie Shoop, a Bauhinia corymbosa, an Agastache  
aurantiaca, and a tiny ornamental oregano. Everyone enjoyed walking through the extensive gardens around the Hall 
house which included many well-coordinated groupings of most of the plants that they grow. We also enjoyed a nice 
selection of goodies presented in their newly renovated ñbarnò at tables set up strategically in shaded areas around the 
nursery and garden. Thanks to all who attended and brought food to share and to Sherry and John for their hospitality!                       
~ Janet Hoffmann 

  
       
                           
 
                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
   
   

Sherry & John Hall Lorena Gorsche & John Graybeal 

Sherry with new members Ben & Jessie 


